FIRST CONGRESS OF ‘THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA
SECOND REGULAR SHSSION, 1979 CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION NO. 1-64, CD1

A RESOLUTION

Urging the U.5. Sseretary of the Interior to change Departaent of Interior Ovder
Ho. 3039 to ailow smendment of the Trust Territory Sceinl Seeurity Act by concurring

legis

lation passed by the thres governing entities covered by the Trust Tervitery

Social Security System, in owder to allew needed alterations to the disability
benefits progran,
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WHEREAS, there is currentiy & five month weiting peried before Trust Torrd-
tory Sociel Segurity dissbility benefits ave paid to covered individuals who
becoms dissbled end, when paid, the bemefits are not made vetrosctive to the
beginning of the waieing period; and

WHERBAS, in the Federsted States of Micrenesia private diszability insurance
and other fores of disability assistance are mot available to disabled persons
to ossise them during the five month waiting peried; and

WHEREAS, during the five month waiting period covered individuals have no
casnings, no private dissbility insursnce bemefits and no Social Security
bensfits, which csuses extveme fineneial hardship to the dissbled povsons and
their femilles; and

VAEREAS, the threo governing entities now covered by the Trust Terxritory
Soedal Sssurity Act cennot smend the waiting period provisions of that Act, due
to the effect of Interior Department Order No. 35030, which maintains current
Social Seeurity laws in full force and effect until the terminstion of the
Trustseship Agreement; and

WHEREAS, Interior Departumont Order No. 3039 was issued without consults-
tion with tho Congress of the Fedsrated States of Micrenesia or the Trust
Territovy Soeial Security Administrator; and

WHEREAS, the problea cveated by Interior Department Order No. 5039 esa b
vensdied by changing thot Order to sllow amendment of the Socisl Security Act
by consurring legisiztion passed by the three governing entities oporating
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under the Trust Territory Social Security System; and

WHERBAS, the U.S. Secretary of the Interior and the Trust Territory High
Commissioner have a duty to insure that the Trust Territory Social Security
Systen operates for the maximum benefit of those persons covered under that
system; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the First Congress of the Federated States of Mieronesis,
Seeond Regular Session, 1979, that the Seecretary of the United States Department
of the Interior is urged to change Interior Department Order No. 3039 to allow
ménmg of the Trust Territory séei'al Security Act by concurring legislation
passed by the three goveraing emtifies within the Trust Territory; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this rosolution be trans-
mitted to U.S. Secretary of the Interior Cecil Andrus, the High Cormissiomer of
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, the President of the Pederated
States of Micronesia, the President of the Marshall Islands, the Acting District
Administrator of the Palau District, the Speaker of the Marshall Islands
Nitijela, the Speaker of the Palau Legislature, and the Trust Territory Social
8ecurity Administrator. :

Adopted: November 1, 1979
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